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Abstract

This text serves as an epilogue of the special issue entitled Nocturnal Cities : Past, Present, and 
Future. The first part of the text below presents a series of research topics that are central to the 
interdisciplinary area of Night Studies, and whose objects of research and reflection can be referred 
to as ‘nocturnal urban futures’. The second half denounces the absence of ‘the night’ in the design 
of the so-called ‘15-minute city’, which is the main paradigm of ongoing urban development in 
many cities worldwide (especially from the Global North). The final section sheds light on the urgent 
community, institutional, industry and academic need for debating and discussing the role that the 
‘nocturnal city’ should have in the construction of climate-neutral cities in the long-term future.

Keywords: nocturnal city, future, uncertainty

Resumo

Este texto serve como epílogo do número especial intitulado Cidades Nocturnas : Passado, Presente 
e Futuro. A primeira parte do texto que se segue apresenta um conjunto de temas de investiga-
ção que podem ser centrais na área interdisciplinar dos Estudos Noturnos, e cujos objectos de 
pesquisa e reflexão podem ser designados por “futuros urbanos noturnos”. A segunda metade 
denuncia a ausência da ‘noite’ no desenho da chamada ‘cidade de 15 minutos’, que é o principal 
paradigma do desenvolvimento urbano em curso em muitas cidades do mundo (especialmente 
do Norte Global). A secção final lança luz sobre a urgente necessidade comunitária, institucional, 
empresarial e académica de debater e discutir o papel que a ‘cidade nocturna’ deve ter na cons-
trução de cidades climaticamente neutras num futuro a longo prazo.
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Resumen

Este texto sirve de epílogo del número especial titulado Ciudades Nocturnas : Pasado, Presente y 
Futuro. La primera parte del texto presenta una serie de temas de investigación que pueden ser 
centrales en el área interdisciplinar de los Estudios Nocturnos, y cuyos objetos de investigación y 
reflexión pueden denominarse ‘futuros urbanos nocturnos’. La segunda parte denuncia la ausencia 
de ‘la noche’ en el diseño de la llamada ‘ciudad de los 15 minutos’, que es el principal paradigma 
del desarrollo urbano actual en muchas ciudades del mundo (especialmente del Norte Global). La 
sección final arroja luz sobre la urgente necesidad comunitaria, institucional, industrial y académica 
de debatir y discutir el papel que la ‘ciudad nocturna’ debe tener en la construcción de ciudades 
climáticamente neutras en un futuro a largo plazo.

Palabras-claves: ciudad nocturna, futuro, incertidumbre

INTRODUCTION

Franco Bianchini (1990, 1995) and Charles 
Landry (1991), who are the authors that concep-
tualised the idea of 24-hour cities, most likely did 
not anticipate the challenges that would threaten 
this paradigm in today’s world. Many complex phe-
nomena are emerging today as potentially negative 
factors in the present and future development and 
viability of 24-hour cities in many regions across 
the globe. The case of European ‘nocturnal cities’ 
is paradigmatic of this uncertain scenario. The 
changing global power dynamics resulting from the 
emergence of a new hegemonic block led by China, 
Russia, and India has mainly led to the deprecia-
tion of the value of Western currencies, leading 
to inflationary pressures that severely punish the 
financial and commercial balance of the nightlife 
industry which had already been severely affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. In this sense, and in 
particular, the case of the United Kingdom is tragic. 
According to the Nighttime Industries Association, 
“more than half of nighttime economy businesses 
had seen trading costs increase more than 30 % 
compared to pre-pandemic levels while more than 
70 % were barely breaking even or losing money 
in the current financial climate” (Weller, 2023). 
Moreover, both local and transnational speculative 
real estate funds remain as the main agents of an 
extractivist urban (re-)development that, in London, 
Manchester, Dublin, Berlin, Lisbon, Mexico City and 
Miami (among many other worldwide cities), has over 
the past years led to the destruction of a significant 
part of their nocturnal cultural fabric.

Despite all the potential negative factors 
mentioned up to this point, it is worth highlighting 
the ongoing but still insufficient urban ecological 
transition towards more sustainable and livable 
cities. However, the lack of resilience strategies, 
mechanisms and tools at local, national, and glo-
bal levels for the readaptation of urban nighttime 
economies and social activities in times of climate 

emergency is unexplainable (Nofre & Garcia-Ruiz, 
2023). Moreover, and surprisingly, two-thirds of the 
Resilience and Recovery Plans approved under the 
European Next Generation Funds make no mention 
of the nightlife industry and offer no support for its 
green transformation, although a growing number 
of Europe’s nightlife industry stakeholders have ini-
tiated a promising path for its ‘green’ transformation 
based on reducing their carbon footprint, energy and 
water consumption, and waste generation (Nofre 
& Garcia-Ruiz, 2023). However, Europe continues 
to be a privileged bubble of the world system 
whose political stability, the relative solidity of the 
economic-financial system and the fabric of civil 
society allow the implementation of processes of 
profound economic, social and cultural depth, such 
as the new European Green Deal. In most of the 
Global South, the urban ecological transition is still 
far from constituting a transnational urban trans-
formation agenda, due in large part to the urgent 
need to address as far as possible the enormous 
socioeconomic inequalities that characterise the 
cities in this region of the world. The differentiated 
geo-economic, political, social, cultural and urban 
context between the Global North and the Global 
South is clearly reflected in the range of actions (or 
lack thereof) related to the governance of cities at 
night (Acuto et al., 2021).

The nocturnal city is indeed much more than 
pubs, clubs, and discotheques. In broadening our 
scientific gaze, the nocturnal city appears as a com-
plex system – in the terminology of Ortman et al. 
(2020) and Rybski and González (2022) – made up 
of a dense network of informal/formal economies, 
mobilities (at urban and metropolitan scale), social 
and cultural activities (in domestic, private, and 
public spaces), and their multiple actors (both formal 
and informal, institutional and non-institutional). In 
the current transition towards more ecological and 
inclusive cities, the nocturnal city, which has been 
neglected worldwide in policy-making processes 
until very recently (Acuto et al., 2021; Seijas & 
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Gelders, 2021), is called to play a fundamental role 
in the path towards the achievement of the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and, more 
particularly, of the specified objectives of the United 
Nations’ New Urban Agenda (2017). However, at 
the time of writing, the academic community has 
only timidly expressed the urgent need for more 
sustainable, resilient and egalitarian nocturnal cities.

Today, as never before in the forty years of 
interdisciplinary epistemological development of 
urban night studies, Night Studies is enjoying growing 
interest among the scholarly community of the Global 
North, South and East. This not only demonstrates 
how the excellent quality of most of the works 
published to date has awakened a growing interest 
in colleagues from different scientific disciplines and 
geographic regions, but also the need to reflect on 
(1) what our nocturnal cities should be like in the 
future, and (2) the civic commitment of a growing 
part of the nightologist community that denounces 
how our nocturnal cities have been, and still are, 
highly marked by inequalities in class, age, sexual 
orientation, transport provision, dis/ability, ethnic/
national origin, cultural and religious backgrounds 
and their multiple intersections (e.g., Aramayona 
& Guarneros-Meza, 2023; Koren, 2023; Kosnick, 
2018; May 2022).

This text serves as an epilogue to the special 
issue entitled Nocturnal Cities: Past, Present, and 
Future. The first part of the text below presents 
a series of research topics that are central to the 
interdisciplinary area of Night Studies, and whose 
objects of research and reflection can be referred 
to as “nocturnal urban futures”. The second half 
proposes to denounce the absence of ‘the night’ in 
the design of the so-called “15-minute city”, which 
is the main paradigm of ongoing urban development 
in many cities worldwide (especially from the Global 
North). The final section sheds light on the urgent 
community, institutional, industry and academic 
need for debating and discussing the role that the 
‘nocturnal city’ should have in the construction of 
climate-neutral cities in the long-term future.

RESEARCHING NOCTURNAL FUTURES

The design of urban futures can be seen as an 
ongoing dialectic between the ‘politics of probability’ 
(the desires of the ruling classes) and the ‘politics of 
possibility’ (the desires of the governed) (Appadurai, 
2013). This has been particularly accentuated since 
the coronavirus pandemic and the irruption of the 
media-institutional discourse of the “new normal” 
(e.g., Dixon & Tewdwr-Jones, 2021; Jon, 2021; 
Kabisch et al., 2022). As expected, the number of 
publications on the impact of pandemic politics on 
both the present and the future of cities has been 
overwhelming worldwide (e.g., Askarizad & He, 2022; 

Pasqui, 2022; Sharifi & Alizadeh, 2023). However, 
the number of scholarly publications on the impact 
of the pandemic on the nocturnal city and its impli-
cations for its future is very small – despite a few 
brilliant exceptions such as Acuto et al. (2021) and 
Dunn (2022a). Interestingly, Nick Dunn also argues 
that the potential for urban places after dark can be 
seen as “a means of thinking and moving through 
processes of change that could lead towards a more 
sustainable, diverse, and nuanced future city [lit.]” 
(Dunn, 2022b). 

If we take into consideration what Appadurai 
(2013) argues about ‘future-making’ as an object 
of analysis, we can establish a list of big research 
topics on the urban night whose both empirical results 
and the scientific discussions associated with them 
could be very useful on the road to more ecological, 
resilient, inclusive, egalitarian and violence-free 
nocturnal cities. We therefore identify the following 
topics: environment; transportation; urban planning 
and development; tourism and mobilities; public 
health management; personal safety and public 
security; governance and policy-making; nocturnal 
informal work and economies; nocturnal formal 
work; nighttime culture and leisure (both formal and 
informal); social and cultural heritage; and, finally, 
the intangible dimension of the night (Andersson, 
2023; Aramayona & Guarneros-Meza, 22023; Dunn 
& Edensor, 2023; García-Carpintero e tal., 2023; 
Kapitza, 2022; Liu et al., 2023; Pawlusiński, 2023; 
Zhang & Zhang, 2023; Zielinska-Dabkowska, 2023). 
We argue that these big topics are meant to make 
up a research agenda for the development of the 
interdisciplinary field of Night Studies in the coming 
years. This is an open, non-exhaustive list that aims 
to demonstrate the magnitude and importance of a 
research object, the urban night, whose bibliographic 
production is much smaller than that which characte-
rises the ‘daytime city’ (Shaw, 2018). In the second 
part of this text, the authors have chosen the future 
of the nighttime leisure industry and its relationship 
with the currently in vogue 15-minute city model 
as an item of special relevance, to demonstrate the 
lack of academic and public debate on the present 
and future of the nocturnal city.

A NIGHT OF PROXIMITY?

A retrospective analysis of the evolution of 
nightlife in cities around the world over the last 
half-century unequivocally establishes that nighttime 
leisure remains a central aspect of social and cultural 
life in our global society, evoking vibrant memories 
for people all over the world (Chatterton & Hollands, 
2003; Nofre & Eldridge, 2018; Thurnell-Read, 2021). 
In the particular case of Europe, nighttime commer-
cial leisure has often been crucial for place branding 
strategies and local/regional development, in various 
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settings, ranging from metropolitan cities and coastal 
tourist areas to Southern European islands and even 
small to medium-sized towns in mountainous regions 
(Cardona et al. 2019; Eldridge & Smith, 2019; Gössling 
et al., 2023; Nofre, 2021a; Río-Rama et al., 2019; 
Segreto et al., 2009). In the Global South, nighttime 
leisure has gained popularity as a local development 
instrument, mostly in tourist areas and in the large 
metropolises of the region. However, while there is 
already a solid epistemological body on the transfor-
mation of the tourism industry into a more socially 
and environmentally sustainable industry (Fennell & 
Cooper, 2020; Hardy et al., 2002; Harris et al., 2012; 
McMinn, 1997; Seraphin & Gowreesunkar, 2021; 
Yfantidou & Matarazzo, 2017), the study of how 
Europe and Latin America’s nighttime leisure industry 
can contribute to a climate-neutral and ‘socially just’ 
world still remains largely unaddressed – with the 
exception of Nofre and Garcia-Ruiz (2023).

The lack of debate on the role of the nighttime 
leisure industry in the transition to more sustainable 
cities highlights the need for a thoughtful discus-
sion on how the nighttime leisure industry should 
be in the mid and long-term future, and how it can 
contribute to fostering more ecological, resilient, 
inclusive, and egalitarian nights in a climate-neutral 
world. Interestingly, this discussion entails two cri-
tical questions that still do not have a clear answer. 
Firstly, the political and civic debate on the urban 
ecological transition of the nighttime leisure industry 
should not be restricted to a purely environmental 
discussion such as reducing its ecological and carbon 
footprint. It should consider that the environmental 
discussion cannot be dissociated from two of its fun-
damental components: “the spatial” and “the social”. 
In other words, the question of whether city centres 
can experience a sustained growth of the nightlife 
economy, whether it should decrease, or whether 
these activities should be located away from urban 
residential areas, needs to be thoroughly investigated 
in the current context of a climate emergency. On the 
other hand, the second critical question related to 
the discussion on ‘how the nightlife industry should 
be in the mid and long-term future’ inherently invol-
ves a debate on the spatial distribution pattern of 
nightlife activities in the city (Mercado-Celis 2017, 
2020). Crucially, this debate is strongly related to 
the still unresolved conflict between the right to 
rest of the residents and the presence of a large 
number of nightlife venues, especially in central 
urban areas (e.g. Aramayona & García-Sánchez, 
2021; Mach et al., 2022; Ngesan & Karim, 2012; 
Roberts & Turner, 2005). But at the same time, 
this debate is strongly linked to the so-called right 
to the city at night (Acuto et al., 2023) as well as, 
more broadly, to the development of the proximity 
city model, or 15-minute city model (Allam et al., 
2022; Khavarian-Garmsir et al., 2023). 

These latter concepts have recently emerged in 
the field of urban planning, offering a new framework 
for fostering sustainable, livable and healthy urban 
environments (e.g., Allam, Bibri, Chabaud & Moreno, 
2022a; Allam, Nieuwenhuijsen, Chabaud & Moreno, 
2022b). However, Khavarian-Garmsir et al. argue 
that the 15-minute city model may not adequately 
address the need to protect local culture and heri-
tage, among other factors (Khavarian-Garmsir et 
al., 2023). In parallel, they point out that differences 
in urban morphology between cities in the Global 
North, South and East, or between Nordic and 
Southern European cities (just to provide another 
example) reveal the potentially unfeasible nature of 
the implementation of this ‘15-minute city’ model 
worldwide (Khavarian-Garmsir et al., 2023).

The 15-minute city model as a driver of sustai-
nability, livability, and health in dense urban areas 
is not novel in the global urban geography (Alberti 
& Radicchi, 2023). Moreover, the history of utopian 
urban planning and regeneration aimed at creating 
sustainable, inclusive and vibrant communities has 
largely been based on desegregating disadvanta-
ged groups (Casarin et al., 2023), while the role 
of powerful transnational corporations has become 
central to the development of smart cities’ gover-
nance (Fonseca Alfaro et al., 2023; Pieterse, 2022). 
In addition, and related to the purpose of this text, 
the nocturnal city has never been a central element 
in the history of urban theory in the Global North, 
South and East. In fact, there is still no publication 
to date that clearly presents the role of ‘nighttime 
leisure’ and ‘nighttime culture’ (formal or informal) 
in the 15-minute city. In the existing scholarly 
works on the 15-minute city, leisure only refers to 
the playful practices of children in the public space 
of the neighbourhoods, or to the range of sports in 
which citizens take part (e.g., Di Marino et al., 2023; 
Janpavle & Īle, 2022). However, we should not forget 
that urban planning is intrinsically linked to moral 
values about how the habitat in which we live should 
be in the future (Gébert et al., 2023; Krarup, 2022; 
Lau et al., 2021). Therefore, the absence of night-
time leisure and nighttime culture in the numerous 
works already published on the implementation of 
the 15-minute city model should lead us to discuss 
the hypothetical existence of a conservative, anti-
-night moralising agenda that would underlie the 
expansion of the 15-minute city model.

FINAL THOUGHTS

The absence of references to the city at night by 
the theorists of the 15-minute city demonstrates the 
urgent need for further exploration of the multiface-
ted, complex, non-linear factors and processes that 
characterise the nocturnal city in the present – and 
that should characterise it in the future. Although 
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this final section is therefore not intended to confirm 
or refute any specific statement, the conspicuous 
absence of formal and informal nighttime leisure 
activities from future city design and planning models 
is surprising to say the least, since these activities 
contribute to socio-emotional well-being, community 
building, and multicultural understanding (Mercado-
-Celis 2018; Nofre, 2021b; Wheatley & Bickerton, 
2022). In sum, the irruption of the ‘15-minute city’ 
and its implications for daily urban life makes visi-
ble the urgent community, institutional, industry 
and academic need for debating and discussing 
the role that the ‘nocturnal city’ should have in 
the construction of inclusive, egalitarian, violence-
-free, climate-neutral cities. Assuming that many 
nightologists love the night and their work (which, in 
many cases, is part of a very personal lifestyle), the 
juxtaposition of an uncertain present scenario and 
an unknown future challenge us to adopt a “militant/
activist socio-environmental approach” to promote 
greener, more resilient, inclusive and egalitarian 
nights. However, it is crucial to acknowledge that as 
we express this “eco-militant/activist approach” in 
the interdisciplinary field of Urban Night Studies, we 
should not forget the (growing) existence of a wide 
range of inequalities and injustices that continue to 
characterise the Nocturnal City worldwide.

Funding

This work was supported by Fundação para a 
Ciência e a Tecnologia (CEECIND/01171/2017, SFRH/
BD/121842/2016), Centro Interdisciplinar de Ciências Sociais 
da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Centro de Investigação e 
Estudos de Sociologia – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa, 
and Centro de Investigaciones sobre América del Norte – 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México.

Competing interests

The authors declare that they have no competing 
interests.

Contribution of authors

The first and the second authors were responsible for 
the article’s conceptualization, and writing (draft, review & 
editing). The third author was responsible for writing (review).

References

Acuto, M., Seijas, A., Edwards, A., & Bassett, S. (2023). 
Meeting after hours: on the work that night com-
missions do. Urban Geography.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/02723638.2023.2180192

Acuto, M., Seijas, A., McArthur, J., & Robin, E. (2021). 
Managing cities at night: a practitioner guide to 
the urban governance of the nighttime economy. 
Policy Press.

Alberti, F., & Radicchi, A. (2023). From the neighbou-
rhood unit to the 15-minute city. Past and recent 
urban models for post-COVID cities. In F. Alberti, 

A. R. Matamanda, B.-Jie He, A. Galderisi, M. 
Smol & P. Gallo Urban (Eds.), Urban and transit 
planning. City planning: urbanization and circular 
development (pp. 159-170). Springer.

Allam, Z., Bibri, S. E., Chabaud, D., & Moreno, C. 
(2022a). The ‘15-minute city’ concept can shape 
a net-zero urban future. Humanities & Social 
Sciences Communications, 9, 126.

 https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-022-01145-0

Allam, Z., Nieuwenhuijsen, M., Chabaud, D., & Moreno, 
C. (2022b). The 15-minute city offers a new fra-
mework for sustainability, liveability, and health. 
The Lancet Planetary Health, 6(3), e181-e183. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(22)00014-6

Andersson, J. (2023). Berlin’s queer archipelago: lands-
cape, sexuality, and nightlife. Transactions of the 
Institute of British Geographers, 48(1), 100-116. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/tran.12585

Appadurai, A. (2013). The future as cultural fact: essays 
on the global condition. Verso.

Aramayona, B., & García-Sánchez, R. (2021). Decoding 
middle-class protest against low-cost nocturnal 
tourism in Madrid. In A. Smith & A. Eldridge (Eds.), 
Tourism and the night (pp. 10-23). Routledge.

Aramayona, B., & Guarneros-Meza, V. (2023). The ‘in/
formal nocturnal city’: updating a research agenda 
on nightlife studies from a Southern European 
perspective. Urban Studies.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980231188512

Askarizad, R., & He, J. (2022). Post-pandemic urban 
design: the equilibrium between social distancing 
and social interactions within the built environment. 
Cities, 124, 103618.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2022.103618

Bianchini, F. (1990). The crisis of urban public social 
life in Britain: origins of the problem and possible 
responses. Planning Practice and Research, 5(3), 
4-8. https://doi.org/10.1080/02697459008722770

Bianchini, F. (1995). Night cultures, night economies. 
Planning Practice & Research, 10(2), 121-126. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/02697459550036667

Cardona, J. R., del Carmen Azpelicueta-Criado, M., 
Abril-Sellarés, M., & Sánchez-Fernández, M. D. 
(2019). Management of tourism innovation, music 
and nightlife: case study. In V. Ratten, V. Braga, J. 
Álvarez-García & M. C. Rio-Rama (Eds.), Tourism 
innovation: technology, sustainability and creativity 
(pp. 66-78). Routledge. 

Casarin, G., MacLeavy, J., & Manley, D. (2023). 
Rethinking urban utopianism: the fallacy of social 
mix in the 15-minute city. Urban Studies.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980231169174

Chatterton, P., & Hollands, R. (2003). Urban nightscapes: 
youth cultures, pleasure spaces and corporate 
power. Routledge. 

Di Marino, M., Tomaz, E., Henriques, C., & Chavoshi, S. 
H. (2023). The 15-minute city concept and new 
working spaces: a planning perspective from Oslo 
and Lisbon. European Planning Studies, 31(3), 
598-620.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/09654313.2022.2082837



Jordi Nofre, Manuel Garcia-Ruiz and Alejandro Mercado82
F
O
R
U
M Sociológico

N.º 43 (II Série, 2023)
pp. 77-84

Dixon, T. J., & Tewdwr-Jones, M. (2021). Urban futu-
res: planning for city foresight and city visions. 
Policy Press. 

Dunn, N. (2022a). Nocturnal imaginaries: rethinking and 
redesigning the city after dark. Ethnologies, 44(1), 
107-128. https://doi.org/10.7202/1096059ar

Dunn, N. (2022b). Future imperfect: dark city dreaming. 
The Dark Preview, 5.

 https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/178361/

Dunn, N., & Edensor, T. (2023). Dark skies: places, 
practices, communities. Routledge.

Eldridge, A., & Smith, A. (2019). Tourism and the night: 
towards a broader understanding of nocturnal city 
destinations. Journal of Policy Research in Tourism, 
Leisure and Events, 11(3), 371-379. https://doi.
org/10.1080/19407963.2019.1631519

Fennell, D. A., & Cooper, C. (2020). Sustainable tou-
rism: principles, contexts and practices (Vol. 6). 
Channel View Publications.

Fonseca Alfaro, C., Melgaço, L., & Baeten, G. (2023). 
Understanding smart cities through a critical lens. 
In R. C. Brears (Ed.), The Palgrave encyclopedia of 
urban and regional futures (pp. 1923-1934). Springer.

García-Carpintero, M. Á., de Diego-Cordero, R., Pavón-
-Benítez, L., & Tarriño-Concejero, L. (2022). ‘Fear 
of walking home alone’: urban spaces of fear in 
youth nightlife. European Journal of Women’s 
Studies, 29(1), 39-53.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/1350506820944424

Gébert, J., Bajmócy, Z., Málovics, G., Juhász, J., & Méreiné 
Berki, B. (2023). The role of moral values in urban 
planning: can the capability approach make a 
contribution?. Regional Science Policy & Practice, 
15(2), 357-370. https://doi.org/10.1111/rsp3.12624

Gössling, S., Balas, M., Mayer, M., & Sun, Y. Y. (2023). A 
review of tourism and climate change mitigation: the 
scales, scopes, stakeholders and strategies of carbon 
management. Tourism Management, 95, 104681.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tourman.2022.104681

Hardy, A., Beeton, R. J., & Pearson, L. (2002). Sustai-
nable tourism: an overview of the concept and its 
position in relation to conceptualisations of tourism. 
Journal of Sustainable Tourism, 10(6), 475-496.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/09669580208667183

Harris, R., Williams, P., & Griffin, T. (Eds.) (2012). 
Sustainable tourism. Routledge.

Janpavle, I., & Īle, U. (2022). The importance of active 
leisure areas in the context of urban planning. 
Architecture and Urban Planning, 18(1), 120-130. 
https://doi.org/10.2478/aup-2022-0012

Jon, I. (2021). Towards resilient cities that care: imagi-
ning more equitable and sustainable urban futures 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. Town Planning 
Review, 92(1), 131-137.

 https://doi.org/10.3828/tpr.2020.47

Kabisch, N., Frantzeskaki, N., & Hansen, R. (2022). 
Principles for urban nature-based solutions. Ambio, 
51(6), 1388-1401.

 https://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-021-01685-w

Kapitza, J. (2022). How people get to work at night. 
A discrete choice model approach towards the 
influence of nighttime on the choice of transport 
mode for commuting to work. Journal of Transport 
Geography, 104, 103418.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jtrangeo.2022.103418

Khavarian-Garmsir, A. R., Sharifi, A., & Sadeghi, A. 
(2023). The 15-minute city: urban planning and 
design efforts toward creating sustainable neigh-
borhoods. Cities, 132, 104101.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2022.104101

Koren, T. (2023). Beyond door policies: cultural produc-
tion as a form of spatial regulation in Amsterdam 
nightclubs. European Journal of Cultural Studies. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/13675494231165923

Kosnick, K. (2018). Racialized youth mobilities in Euro-
pean nightlife cultures: negotiating belonging, 
distinction and exclusion in urban leisure. Trans-
national Social Review, 8(3), 286-298.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/21931674.2018.1509927

Krarup, T. (2022). The politics of the urban green: class, 
morality and attachments to place. The Sociological 
Review, 70(6), 1119-1140.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/00380261221083792

Landry, C. (Coord.). (1991). Out of hours: a study of eco-
nomic, social and cultural life in twelve town centres 
in the UK - Summary report. Comedia Consultancy.

Lau, J. D., Song, A. M., Morrison, T., Fabinyi, M., Brown, 
K., Blythe, J., Allison, E. H. & Adger, W. N. (2021). 
Morals and climate decision-making: insights from 
social and behavioural sciences. Current Opinion 
in Environmental Sustainability, 52, 27-35.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cosust.2021.06.005

Liu, Y., Zhang, Y., Zhang, X., Han, F., & Zhao, Y. (2023). 
A geographical perspective on the formation of 
urban nightlife landscape. Nature – Humanities 
and Social Sciences Communications, 10(1), 1-15. 
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-023-01964-9

Mach, L., Connors, J., Lechtman, B., Plante, S., & Uer-
ling, C. (2022). Party tourism impacts on local 
stakeholders. Anatolia, 33(2), 222-235.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/13032917.2022.2040914

May, R. A. (2022). Exploring the use of exclusionary 
practices against African American participation in 
urban nightlife. Sociological Forum, 37(1), 91-110. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/socf.12780

Mercado-Celis, A. (2017) Districts and networks in the 
digital generation music scene in Mexico City. Area 
Development and Policy, 2(1), 55-70.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/23792949.2016.1248455

Mercado-Celis, A. (2018). Gobernanza de la economía 
nocturna en la Ciudad de México. In P. Le Galès & 
V. Ugalde (Eds.), Gobernando la Ciudad de México: 
lo que se gobierna y lo que no se gobierna en una 
gran métropoli (pp. 161-200). El Colegio de México.

Mercado Celis, A. (2020). Geografía urbana de la economía 
nocturna en la frontera México-Estados Unidos. El 
caso de las ciudades de Tijuana y San Diego. In 
A. Mercado-Celis & E. Hernández González (Eds.), 
Noche urbana y la economía nocturna en América 
del Norte (pp. 217-244). CISAN-UNAM/Université 
de Bretagne Occidentale.



NOCTURNAL FUTURES: A NECESSARY REFLECTION IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY 83

F
O
R
U
M Sociológico

N.º 43 (II Série, 2023)
pp. 77-84

McMinn, S. (1997). The challenge of sustainable tourism. 
Environmentalist, 17(2), 135-141.

 https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1018504117490

Ngesan, M. R., & Karim, H. A. (2012). Impact of night 
commercial activities towards quality of life of 
urban residents. Procedia-Social and Behavioral 
Sciences, 35, 546-555.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.02.121

Nofre, J. (2021a). The touristification of nightlife: some 
theoretical notes. Urban Geography, 42(10), 
1552-1561.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/02723638.2020.1855002

Nofre, J. (2021b). Nightlife as a source of social well-
being, community-building and psychological 
mutual support after the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Annals of Leisure Research, 1-9.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/11745398.2021.1964991

Nofre, J., & Eldridge, A. (2018). Exploring nightlife: 
space, society & governance. Rowman Littlefield 
International. 

Nofre, J., & Garcia-Ruiz, M. (2023). The urban ecologi-
cal transition and the future of Europe’s nightlife 
industry. World Leisure Journal, 65(3), 327-342. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/16078055.2022.2162112

Ortman, S. G., Lobo, J., & Smith, M. E. (2020). Cities: 
complexity, theory and history. PLoS ONE, 15(12), 
e0243621.

 https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0243621

Pasqui, G. (2022). Coping with the pandemic in fragile 
cities. Springer Nature.

Pawlusiński, R. (2023). Managing of the nighttime eco-
nomy: challenges for a sustainable urban policy: 
the case of Krakow. Folia Geographica, 65(1), 5-20. 
Retrieved from: http://www.foliageographica.sk/
unipo/journals/2023-65-1/657

Pieterse, M. (2022). Corporate power, urban governance 
and urban law. Cities, 131, 103893.

 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2022.103893

Río-Rama, M., Maldonado-Erazo, C., Durán-Sánchez, 
A., & Álvarez-García, J. (2019). Mountain tourism 
research. A review. European Journal of Tourism 
Research, 22, 130-150.

Roberts, M., & Turner, C. (2005). Conflicts of liveability 
in the 24-hour city: learning from 48 hours in the 
life of London’s Soho. Journal of Urban Design, 
10(2), 171-193.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/13574800500086931

Rybski, D., & González, M. C. (2022). Cities as complex 
systems – Collection overview. PLoS ONE, 17(2), 
e0262964.

 https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0262964

Segreto, L., Manera, C., & Pohl, M. (Eds.). (2009). 
Europe at the seaside: the economic history of mass 
tourism in the Mediterranean. Berghahn Books.

Seijas, A., & Gelders, M. M. (2021). Governing the 
nighttime city: the rise of night mayors as a new 
form of urban governance after dark. Urban Stu-
dies, 58(2), 316-334.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/0042098019895224

Seraphin, H., & Gowreesunkar, V. G. B. (2021). Tou-
rism: how to achieve the sustainable development 
goals ? Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes, 
13(1), 3-8.

 https://doi.org/10.1108/WHATT-08-2020-0086

Sharifi, A., & Yamagata, Y. (2023). Smart cities and 
climate-resilient urban planning. Environment 
and Planning B: Urban Analytics and City Science, 
49(5), 1347-1353.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/23998083221102400

Shaw, R. (2018). The nocturnal city. Routledge. 

Thurnell-Read, T. (2021). ‘If they weren’t in the pub, they 
probably wouldn’t even know each other’: alcohol, 
sociability and pub based leisure. International 
Journal of the Sociology of Leisure, 4(1), 61-78.

 https://doi.org/10.1007/s41978-020-00068-x

United Nations. (2017). New urban agenda. UN.

Weller, R. (2023, March 6). NTIA warns 1 in 4 NTE firms 
at risk in next 12 months. The Morning Advertiser. 

Wheatley, D., & Bickerton, C. (2022). Valuing subjective 
well-being benefits from leisure activities: infor-
ming post-Covid public funding of arts, culture 
and sport. Annals of Leisure Research.

 https://doi.org/10.1080/11745398.2022.2099436

Wu, C., Zhao, M., & Ye, Y. (2023). Measuring urban 
nighttime vitality and its relationship with urban 
spatial structure: a data-driven approach. Envi-
ronment and Planning B: Urban Analytics and City 
Science, 50(1), 130-145.

 https://doi.org/10.1177/23998083221108191

Yfantidou, G., & Matarazzo, M. (2017). The future of 
sustainable tourism in developing countries. Sus-
tainable Development, 25(6), 459-466.

 https://doi.org/10.1002/sd.1655

Zhang, J., & Zhang, Y. (2023). Does tourism contribute 
to the nighttime economy? Evidence from China. 
Current Issues in Tourism, 26(8), 1295-1310. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13683500.2022.2053073

Zielinska-Dabkowska, K. M., Schernhammer, E. S., 
Hanifin, J. P., & Brainard, G. C. (2023). Reducing 
nighttime light exposure in the urban environment 
to benefit human health and society. Science, 
380(6650), 1130-1135.

 https://doi.org/10.1126/science.adg5277

This work is licensed under CC BY 4.0. 

Received 17/04/2023. Accepted for publication on 14/09/2023.



Jordi Nofre, Manuel Garcia-Ruiz and Alejandro Mercado84
F
O
R
U
M Sociológico

N.º 43 (II Série, 2023)
pp. 77-84

Authors bionotes

Jordi Nofre is an FCT Associate Research Pro-
fessor in Urban Geography at the Interdisciplinary 
Centre of Social Sciences, NOVA University Lisbon. 
His main research focuses on nightlife, tourism, and 
urban change. He is the coordinator of LXNIGHTS 
Research Group and co-founder of the International 
Night Studies Network.

Manuel Garcia-Ruiz is a Researcher in Sociology 
at CIES-ISCTE. He has been a visiting professor at 
different universities and a scientific advisor for diffe-
rent departments, organizations, and projects. His 
research has four main topics: (i) Nightlife, festivals, 
and tourism (ii) city branding, culture-led regeneration 
strategies, and commodification of the arts, (iii) culture 
and artistic careers of emergent professionals; and 
iv) methods and methodologies, He is the author of 
several papers and chapters on the emergent field of 
Night Studies, and editor of different publications on 

urban studies, night studies, and cultural and urban 
sociology. He is the founder and coordinator of the 
International Night Studies Network, Coordinator 
of the Urban Ethnography Network (Etno.Urb), and 
Director of the Urban Audiovisual Festival.

Alejandro Mercado is a Full Professor in Urban 
Planning and Regional Development at the North 
America Research Center at the National Autono-
mous University of Mexico. He currently has National 
Researcher level II category granted by Mexico’s 
Council of Science, Humanities, and Technology. He 
is an Ambassador to this country of the Regional 
Studies Association. His research covers the links 
between the night economy and the cultural indus-
tries and the urban spatiality of the night economy. 
He has published research on the spatial patterns 
of nighttime consumption and music scenes for the 
cases of Mexico City and the border region of the 
US and Mexico. He is the coordinator of the Night 
Studies Seminar Series based in UNAM-Mexico.


