Endoscopic Snapshot

] Portuguese Journal of
Gastroenterology

GE Port J Gastroenterol 2020;27:56-58
DOI: 10.1159/000500209

Received: February 28, 2019
Accepted after revision: March 29,2019
Published online: June 5, 2019

An Unusual Cause of Cholangitis

Pablo Cortegoso Valdivia® Ludovica Venezia® Stefano Rizza® Luigi Chiusa®

Claudio Giovanni De Angelis€©

aGastroenterology Unit, University of Turin, Turin, Italy; ?Pathology Unit, University of Turin, AOU Citta della Salute e
della Scienza, Turin, Italy; “Gastroenterology Unit, AOU Citta della Salute e della Scienza, Turin, Italy

Cholangioscopy - Cholestasis - Diagnosis - Endoscopic
ultrasonography - Endoscopy - Endosonography - Liver
transplantation

Uma causa incomum de colangite

Palavras chave
Colangioscopia - Colestase - Diagnéstico - Ecoendoscopia
Transplante hepatico

A 57-year-old man with unremarkable previous med-
ical history presented with acute cholangitis and cholesta-
sis. An abdominal computed tomography showed a dila-
tion of the biliary system with hypodense irregular filling
defects in the common bile duct (CBD) and previously
unknown liver cirrhosis.

The papilla was normal; a subsequent intraductal ul-
trasonography showed multiple papillary projections in
the CBD (Fig. 1). These findings were confirmed by chol-
angioscopy [1], which identified multiple lesions with
“fish-egg” appearance protruding in a dilated CBD filled

with whitish mucus (Fig. 2). Biopsies with microforceps
on the papillary lesions (Fig. 3) were performed, and his-
tological examination highlighted the presence of papil-
lary proliferation with focal high-grade dysplasia without
stromal invasion, thus confirming the final diagnosis of
intraductal papillary neoplasm BilIN-3 (Fig. 4) [2].

Fig. 1. Intraductal ultrasonography: dilated CBD with papillary
projections.
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Fig. 2. Cholangioscopy: CBD lesions with “fish egg” appearance.

Fig. 4. Papillary proliferations with high-grade dysplasia.
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Fig. 3. Cholangioscopy: biopsy with microforceps.

Due to the high rate of malignant transformation of
this disease despite its slow progression, after multidisci-
plinary discussion the patient has now been referred and
selected for orthotopic liver transplantation [3].
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