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INTRODUCTION

The war in Ukraine, which began in 2022, brought a geo-
political turn in the world order, and, more specifically
in the case of the European Union (EU), the urgency in
reviewing its foreign policy towards its borders. Geogra-
phically close to the EU, the Eastern neighbours have been
on the EU’s radar in its search for cooperation or develo-
pment-promotion initiatives, and the Union has been
engaged in supporting their development since the tran-
sition towards democracy. Concomitantly, the region is
also under Russia’s attention, and demographic issues
stem from the reorganisation at the end of the Cold War,
as the Russian diaspora living on the borders of new coun-
tries founded as liberal democracies oriented toward EU
influence. Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova are two
multi-ethnic countries having unsolved separatism issues
and that have recently become a focus of territory dispu-
tes, even before the invasion of Ukraine by Russia.

The Union has proactively had policies to engage and
relate with countries outside its borders, especially in the
East and South. Considering the limits of EU enlargement,
as well as the lack of projections for the membership of
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Il
ABSTRACT

he eastward expansion of the

European Union, with the acces-
sion of former Soviet republics, the
launch of the European Neighbour-
hood Policy (2004) and the Eastern
Partnership (2009), saw old balances
being dismantled. The admission of
new members previously excluded as
candidates signaled a new European
Union strategy to extend its values
and norms. The article considers that
the critical juncture of the new geo-
political crisis in Eastern Europe fol-
lowing the war against Ukraine brings
a new trajectory for the objective of
accession negotiations. This is exem-
plified by the European Union’s deci-
sion to grant candidate status to
Moldova and Ukraine, bringing a new
reflection on the role of candidacy as
a strategy of approximation and influ-
ence, rather than merely a stage in the
accession process defined by strict
criteria and predictable timelines for
full compliance.

Keywords: enlargement, Moldova,
Ukraine, Europeanization.
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Il
RESUMO

A TRAJETORIA DE ADESAO
DA MOLDOVA E DA
UCRANIA A UNIAO
EUROPEIA: UMA NOVA
ESTRATEGIA PARA A
EUROPEIZACAO DAS
FRONTEIRAS ORIENTAIS

expansio da Unido Europeia para

leste — fortemente marcada pela
adesdo de ex-reptblicas soviéticas,
o langamento da Politica Europeia
de Vizinhanga (2004) e da Parceria
Oriental (2009) — assistiu ao desman-
telamento de antigos equilibrios geo-
politicos. A admissio de novos
membros antes excluidos como can-
didatos marcou uma nova estratégia
da Unido Europeia para expandir os
seus valores e normas. O artigo consi-
dera que a conjuntura critica da nova
crise geopolitica na Europa de Leste,
na sequéncia da guerra contra a Ucra-
nia, traz uma nova trajetdria para o
objetivo da negociagio de adesio,
representado pela decisdo de conceder
a Moldova e a Ucrénia o estatuto de
candidatos a membros da Unido Euro-
peia, assim como uma nova reflexdo
sobre o papel da candidatura como
estratégia de aproximagio e influéncia
e ndo apenas como etapa de adesdo
em que se espera rigor e prazos previ-
siveis para o seu pleno cumprimento.

Palavras-chave: alargamento, Moldova,
Ucrania, europeizagio.

several third countries, the EU’s external governance can
be noted from EU efforts to generate actions and promote
its norms abroad, reinforcing European values of demo-
cracy, liberal economy and democratic institutions. Poli-
cies for the neighbourhood were important strategies to
maintain a radius of institutional security and cooperation
with the region seen as a zone of Russian influence, with
more or less proximity to the European liberal model. The
war in Ukraine brought a geopolitical crisis, emerging as
a ‘critical juncture’ that required a change of strategy
towards the Eastern borders. New situations of uncer-
tainty required choices in a short time, with a few unan-
ticipated consequences with no return.?

In this article, we consider one of the most relevant cha-
racteristics of the concept of a critical juncture, which is
the fact it ‘may involve a relatively brief period in which
one direction or another is taken or an extended period
of reorientation’. EU political authorities have made choi-
ces that affect ‘the outcome of interests, and should have
lasting effects’.? In short, the choice for creating differen-
tiated accession negotiation appeared as a new trajectory
in the EU history of candidacies.

Ukraine and Moldova are two of the EU’s neighbours that
hold frozen conflicts, influencing internal political stabi-
lity, which could be a reason for blocking their candida-
cies. Although there is no clear term for Ukraine and
Moldova to meet the Copenhagen Criteria for EU acces-
sion, the European Council of June 2022 has decided to
grant Ukraine and Moldova candidate status, just a few
months after the start of the war. Why and how did the

European Council conduct it? Has the EU created new criteria for accepting membership
applications? Or should we consider the accession negotiations period as a new strategy
for EU influence by granting pre-accession benefits without any rigorous pressure to
speed up compliance with the sectors and chapters of the negotiations?

In examining the dynamics of membership within the EU, the focus on the ‘unique-
ness’ of membership conditions, or the ‘unitary status’ of Member States was con-
tested. There is diversity and, to some extent, differentiation in conditions that
can be analysed around four aspects of the ‘tensions facing the concept of a unitary
and formal EU membership’,® what we see as complementary to the concept of
membership itself.
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Since the classical contributions on Differentiated Integration (DI),®there has been an
academic debate on DI associated with the defense of diversity, or the combination of
political, geographic and geopolitical particularities by states that would not like to be
tied to EU-level measures or policies.” Historical examples of DI are the opt-outs accepted
by some members regarding adopting the euro or entry into the Schengen Area. The
categorisation of DI, as the risks and benefits of it are valuable reflections about the
current and future EU scenario conducted by a diversity of policy implementation.®
Despite the inspiring and current debate on DI, the article proposes there is a novelty
concerning the function and status of candidacies without a deadline for their comple-
tion. This article argues that these new candidacies of Eastern countries, former mem-
bers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), are part of a strategy to bring
countries that hold frozen conflicts within its territory closer to the EU and farther away
from Russia.?

This paper is divided into four parts. Firstly, we highlight the importance of the neigh-
bourhood policies to the EU. Next, we substantiate our research on Europeanization
literature and explain how the phenomenon of Europeanization can also refer to coun-
tries outside the Union. The new geopolitical juncture affected the Eastern Partnership
Policy (EaP), which was once launched to make the six neighbouring countries (Armenia,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, The Republic of Moldova and Ukraine) closer to the EU.
New candidacies to EU membership and the rise in intentions from others appeared
as a non-anticipated consequence of the war in Ukraine. In this research, we focus on
the cases of Moldova and Ukraine, both of which were granted their candidatures shortly
after the start of the war while simultaneously being countries directly affected by it."
Thirdly, the paper aims at enlightening the internal socio-political complexity in Ukraine
and Moldova, which has affected its interaction with the EU since the beginning of the

EaP and the meaning of the change of sta- ]
tus of the countries when they become AS EUROPEAN INTEGRATION ADVANCED, THE EU
candidates for membership in the EU. DEVELOPED A SPECIAL INTEREST IN INFLUENCING
Following that, we analyse the shift from AND CREATING A GOVERNANCE MODEL FOR ITS
neighbourhood Europeanization rela- MEMBER STATES, BUT ALSO FOR THIRD COUNTRIES
tionship to candidate status and accession CLOSE TO IT.
countries, conceptualizing the war event [

as a critical juncture for the change. The final section presents the preliminary findings
of this research agenda. It draws on possibilities for the paths these candidacy proces-
ses might take, considering the limits of the research due to the developments so far.

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD HAS ALWAYS MATTERED - EUROPEANIZATION THEN AND NOW

Not only did membership become an instrument of EU influence, but other mechanisms
of Europeanization and specific policies for the EU’s eastern borders gained prominence
from the 2000s onwards. As European integration advanced, the EU developed a special
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interest in influencing and creating a governance model for its Member States, but also
for third countries close to it.

In addition to the EU’s eastward expansion, since 2004, the former Soviet Republics
have been challenged by the influences of two different models of institutions and
norms. A historical example is the Baltic Republics, which, upon joining the EU in
2004, became part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), consolidating
their adherence to the political model and international coalitions that distanced the
countries from Russia after the end of the USSR.

There is a broad debate on the EU’s effects and influence on its Member States and vice
versa impacting research design and causal analysis in European integration by ack-
nowledging Europeanization as a sub-field to be considered." The concept of Europea-
nization was introduced by Robert Ladrech, in 1994." Since then, new approaches
propose new research models that go beyond the neoinstitutionalist account of the
EU’s policy/norm transfer to Member/non-Member States.'™ The concept, however,
is still irreplaceable in describing how the EU and its Member States influence each
other, as well as subnational actors and third countries, whether through interests,
practices, or adaptations required by the interaction between norms and values, or by
the need for policy coordination.

The EU aspired to create a ring of well governed, stable, democratic and prosperous
states in the neighbourhood, while avoiding talks over EU accession for countries like
Ukraine or Moldova. The European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) is an instrument the
EU has for developing countries in its neighbourhood who are willing to be closer to
the European model of institutions and economy. Under the ENP umbrella, the Union
proposes to its neighbours a strengthened political partnership.

We can consider three distinct phases and dimensions of Europeanization exploration,
each new dimension drawing on and adding to the previous one. These are Membership
Europeanization (the impact of the EU on Member States); Enlargement Europeaniza-
tion (the impact of the EU on countries with a clear EU-membership perspective);
and Neighbourhood Europeanization (the impact of the EU on ‘outsiders’, countries
with no immediate accession perspective).'

This enlargement context changed the geopolitical dynamics in the region, when many
of the recent democratic Eastern European countries from the former Soviet Union
joined the integrated region, creating new foreign policy objectives for the EU. A new
EU foreign policy toward its borders included the ENP as an EU programme for the
EU’s South and Eastern neighbours to foster development, political stability, and demo-
cracy, which was launched in 2004. Soon after, the EaP appeared as a pragmatic EU
foreign policy orientation for a region in geopolitical struggle between European and
Russian influence.' Greater market integration under the ENP and enhanced political
dialogue with the EU was seen by Eastern neighbours as a positive alternative for
partnerships and cooperation.
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UNDERSTANDING MOLDOVA AND UKRAINE AS NEAR ABROAD COUNTRIES

Both Ukraine and Moldova are non-EU member countries in Eastern Europe that retain
part of their population culturally and ethnically aligned with Russia. They have been
known as near abroad countries, a term regularly used to indicate the border zone,
in designation of countries located in a sphere of influence relevant to guaranteeing
security and achieving conditions for implementing European community policy." The
EU’s incentives policies, trade concessions and aid for near abroad countries are usually
conditional on progress towards democratic consolidation and protection of human
rights, as well as the establishment of a free trade system and standards aligned with
the liberal democratic model. Nonetheless, the concept was first coined to refer to the
foreign policy of the USSR, seeking to describe the Soviet position on its geographic
neighbourhood, considered a priority for security and key sectors of domestic policy,
and not just for its foreign policy."”

The two countries have not represented a firm or stable economy since their formation.
Ukraine is one of the top three grain exporters in the world." Geographically, it guards the
passage from the Black Sea to the Azov Sea, with an exit to the Mediterranean (through the
Bosporus and Dardanelles straits), reasons why we have seen historical disputed events in
the region since before the Russian imperial period. On its turn, Moldova’s economy has
struggled since its independence — its Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has fallen by over
70% within a decade, and the country lacks domestic sources of energy."

As different national projects in Ukraine had to coexist since its foundation in 1991,
political leaders alternated between pro-Russian and pro-EU governments. In 2014,
a sequence of tensions and domestic events that had already extended for about a decade,
since the Orange Revolution of 2004, culminated into a territorial split with regional
and global consequences.? This Revolution, which took place in the same year as the
Eastern enlargement of the EU, once understood in its complexity, contributes to gras-
ping the motivators and consequences of the Revolution of February 2014, designated
as Euromaidan Revolution. Both of Ukraine’s recent revolutions have been marked by
social divisions and political alignments by the contending influences of Russia and
the West, initially more represented by the rapprochement with Europe than with the
United States of America.

Although the 2014 Revolution culminated in the electoral victory of Petro Poroschenko
from the party European Solidarity, it left a legacy of territorial conflicts with the anne-
xation of Crimea by Russia and self-proclamation of autonomous Russian republics in
the east of the country. In 2016, a new EU Global Strategy was launched, replacing the
former 2003 Security Strategy. Among other issues, the document remarked on the
EU-Russia relations in the context of a weaker balance among interests, interdepen-
dence, and ambitions to influence countries by its borders. Incompatible interests
became clear, and an escalation of tensions culminated in conflicts in Ukraine and,
finally, the invasion of the country in February 2022.%"
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Meanwhile, Moldova also faced internal contradictions on its national project, with a
frozen conflict to date. Moldova declared independence in 1991 while facing internal
conflicts in the left bank areas and south of the country. With cultural and ethnic foun-
dations, opinions diverged between an approximation to the West and Romania and
the identification with Russia. From the civil war emerged a division in the country,
with the Transnistria region governed as the Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic (PMR)
and keeping close ties with Russia since the ceasefire in 1992.2

The Republic of Moldova has alternated governments that are more aligned with the
West and with Russia. The country has maintained its neutral position, as provisioned
in its 1994 Constitution. The breakout of the war in Ukraine also laid out risks for the
neighbouring country with its unsolved internal issues. Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine has increased concerns about the possibility of neighbouring Moldova being
next on the Kremlin’s incursion, fuelling Transnistria’s expectation and highlighting
the country’s potential vulnerability to Moscow. Since the beginning of the war, Moldova
has also faced national elections and a referendum about its future membership in the
EU. In this sense, we understand Moldova
and Ukraine are both in a peculiar condition

I

MOLDOVA AND UKRAINE ARE BOTH IN A PECULIAR
CONDITION UNDER THE NEW GEOPOLITICAL
SCENARIO.

I

under the new geopolitical scenario, hence
our interest in focusing on these cases. Mol-
dova’s internal conditions can be seen as
opportunities for Russia to strengthen its influence and undermine its possible EU
integration.? In another parallel to Ukraine, the EU decided to open accession nego-
tiations with Moldova in December 2023. So far both countries have advanced at a
similar pace on this membership path. The figures below summarise the main mile-
stones in this path, where it is possible to identify parallels between the two countries.

Figure 1 > Moldova-EU relationship timeline

June 2024

First Accession
Conference with
Moldova at
ministerial level,
opening accession

June 2023
Commission
oral update

to the Council
on the progress

July 2016

The Association
Agreement and
DCFTA enter
into force

June 2022
Commission
opinion
recommends

March 2009
Adoption of the

Eastern Partnership candidate status in nine steps negotiations
May 2004 April 2014 March 2022 June 2022 November 2023
Launch of the Exemption Application for European Comission
European from visa EU membership Council grants recommends
Neighbourhood requirements candidate opening
Policy into effect status accession

Source: Authors’ elaboration.
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Figure 2 > Ukraine-EU relationship timeline
June 2024

June 2023 First Accession
September 2017 June 2022 Commission Conference with
March 2009 Association Commission oral update Ukraine at
Adoption of the Agreement and opinion to the Council ministerial level,
Eastern DCFTA enter recommends on the progress opening accession
Partnership into force candidate status in the seven steps negotiations
May 2004 June 2017 March 2022 June 2022 November 2023
Launch of the Visa Facilitation Application for European Comission
European and EU membership Council grants recommends
Neighbourhood readmission (shortly after candidate opening
Policy agreements the beginning of status accession
enter into force the war) negotiations

(visa free regime)

Source: Authors’ elaboration.

Since 2022, Ukraine and Moldova have opened exceptional conditions for candidacy
and accession negotiations. This is because the criteria for fulfilling reforms in sectors
and chapters of the accession negotiations are not expected to be met without the war’s
end. The figures above show the timeline of the steps completed for the start of recei-
ving pre-accession benefits, but there is no progress on fulfilling fundamental criteria
for EU membership.

CRITICAL JUNCTURES AND RESPONSES

Arguments about the concept of critical junctures have played an increasingly relevant
role in foreign policy studies. The use of the concept can vary in comparative studies,
and it is useful for tracing choices and different trajectories and consequences.? The
EU has answered a few critical junctures over the last years, which helps explain the
exceptionalities this article introduces.

The EU Commission President, Ursula von der Leyen, launched a value-based strategy
in December 2021 entitled the ‘Global Gateway’ (GG), when the Covid-19 pandemic
represented a critical juncture for the configuration of the geopolitical background.
Under that scenario, the overall objectives of the GG were to maintain and expand
political and economic cooperation, support partners, and improve infrastructure and
connectivity in regional and international contexts undergoing a green and digital
transition. Among other instruments designed to meet the objectives of the GG was
the new Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument
(NDICI-Global Europe). The NDICI-Global Europe was also launched to contribute to
achieving the international commitments of the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement.
According to the Commission, the NDICI-Global Europe ‘is based on the ENP objec-
tives and priorities outlined in the regional strategies, such as the renewed Eastern
Partnership and the new Agenda for the Mediterranean’.?

The war in Ukraine in 2022 appeared as a new critical juncture impacting EU external
actions and policies bringing a new dilemma to be accommodated under the NDICI-
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-Global Europe. Initially expecting a quicker war, discussions on the candidacy of EaP
countries led European leaders to recalculate their ability and urgency to have more
influence on Ukraine’s current and future political status, which has been followed by
the candidacy requests of Moldova and Georgia.

In order to become an EU member, countries must submit a membership application
to the Council of the EU for the yearly review and be granted candidate status, with the
agreement of all Member States, as to begin formal negotiations for the accession.
Then, membership negotiations start, in a process where the country prepares to adapt
its internal functioning and implement EU laws and regulations. The negotiations
follow chapters to implement the acquis communautaire in six thematic clusters: the first
being ‘fundamentals’, which requires accomplishing economic criteria, the functioning
of democratic institutions, and public administration reforms. Negotiations on each
cluster open as a whole; however, ‘progress under the “Fundamentals’ cluster” deter-
mines the overall pace of negotiations’ as shown in Figure 3.2 The others are conside-
red associated with internal market, competitiveness and inclusive growth, green agenda
and sustainable connectivity, resources, agriculture and cohesion, and external relations.
Ukraine and Moldova were granted candidate status in June 2022 and received the
recommendation to open accession negotiations in November 2023. It has marked a
record pace on moving forwards on negotiations when compared with the existing
cases where on average it took nine years overall and the beginning of negotiations on
average three years to start.”” However, Figure 3 illustrates how far the countries’ can-
didacy status are to accomplish, in a predictable period of time, the four fundamental
(the opening and the last to be closed) criteria for accession negotiation.

In line with the reflection on the need to expand and introduce different experiences
of EU membership, the exceptional consideration of admitting countries previously
outside the association forecast leads us to examine which kind of status will be revea-
led by the condition of being candidate without clear previsions for accomplishing the
following stages of association: to complete formal negotiations and implement reforms
to meet the EU criteria for a full membership. There are advanced debates on DI, due
to divergences in policies between Member States, recognizing the conditions and
capacities of countries to coordinate with regional standards. The coordination of non-
-supranational standards is an ongoing effort that occurs in parallel with the construc-
tion of European law. The impacts of differentiation in the Union on the previous
membership paths have been considered by the literature.?® However, it is expected that
the exceptions we see in the case of new members from the East may worsen the pro-
blems of DI.

The EU’s opening statement at the Ministerial meeting on the first the Intergovern-
mental Conference on the Accession of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine states
the negotiations aim at both countries ‘integrally adopting the EU acquis and ensuring
its full implementation and enforcement’ with a revised enlargement methodology and
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Figure 3 > Sectors and chapters of accession negotiations

Source: 'EU accession process step by step’. EU Neighbourseast.”

focusing ‘on the fundamental reforms’.® At the current stage, it is expected that Mol-
dova and Ukraine start to prepare to implement EU laws and standards, in terms of
judiciary and fundamental rights, justice, freedom and security, public procurement,
financial control, and statistics.
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Considering the average time to complete the membership process so far has been nine
years, and for countries without active or frozen conflicts, it is not expected Moldova’s
and Ukraine’s membership process to take less time. The swift advance from candidate
status to the start of accession negotiations does not necessarily indicates a change in

. EU methodology — it is on the accession
THE CURRENT SITUATION OF MOLDOVA process that the candidate countries need
AND UKRAINE CAN BE CONSIDERED A NEW EU to align with the acquis communautaire by
STRATEGY FOR EUROPEANIZATION. THIS implementing changes in their laws and
ENLARGEMENT PROCESS IS NOT COMPARABLE regulations as to align with the EU, as well
TO NEITHER OTHER CANDIDACY EXPERIENCES as to achieve minimum economy thresholds.
NOR NORMS EXPORTS DYNAMICS. However, the accession process can be
. understood as not purely technical, but also

political.* Depending on how the negotiations unfold, the current situation of Moldova
and Ukraine can be considered a new EU strategy for Europeanization. This enlargement
process is not comparable to neither other candidacy experiences nor norms exports dyna-
mics, although it signals a different degree of approximation with EU norms and values.

FINAL CONSIDERATIONS: FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD EUROPEANIZATION TO ACCESSION
There are many different ways in which EU values, norms, institutions, policies, and
ideas might spread within and outside of the Union’s borders. Within the framework
of the ENP, Europeanization concerns the ability of the EU to use its ‘normative’ clout
as a way to promote stability and development in target countries of its interest.*
The EU’s concern to develop a neighbourhood of democratic countries around its
borders to the East and South as well as the geopolitical condition of Moldova and
Ukraine, located between EU and Russia, motivated the increase of EU’s interest in
these countries. The inclusion of Moldova in the ENP in 2003 and the EU-Moldova
Action Plan (AP) from 2005 can be considered evidence of the EU aim to invest in
countries with separatist and demographic issues.® These initiatives were further devel-
oped with the EaP policies from 2009 and coming to the signature of an Association
Agreement and a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA). Of the six EaP
countries, only Moldova, Georgia and Ukraine have such type agreements with the EU.
Since the establishment of dedicated policies, EU relationship with both Ukraine and
Moldova has deepened and widened in scope even though there were periods in which
the political leadership were less aligned with the West.* Despite how closer both
countries were with the EU, the relationship was one mainly of cooperation. With
actions and funds invested to align regulatory frameworks, commercial standards and
to approximate Moldova and Ukraine to the EU’s minimal standards and promote
cooperation in security and home affairs, the relationship followed a track of foreign
policy under the ENP and EaP policies, which have been revisited over time to adapt to
this evolving relationship.
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However, membership was not on the table for either. Both countries faced a delicate
political stability scenario. There has been a constant dispute of influences in the region,
alternating periods of more significant Russian or European influence. The period from
2014 to 2019, despite the annexation of Crimea by Russia, was marked by oscillations
among actions of cooperation and tensions between Western supporters in Ukraine
and pro-Russia politics and defenders of a closer alignment of the country with Putin’s
Administration and protection. The status of frozen conflicts regarding territorial rights
in Ukraine, to the South and East, and diplomatic relations between the EU and Russia
may have impacted the political stability in Ukraine. As for Moldova, in addition to the
maintenance of the Transnistria region frozen conflict situation, the country faced
internal political issues related to corruption and bank fraud that went public.®®

With the breakout of the war in Ukraine in 2022, the geopolitical scenario completely
changed: the EU then had an active conflict, a war at its borders. This change has
made the importance of both countries as the Union’s areas of influence to signifi-
cantly increase, more than ever before. We understand this shift was the critical
juncture that granted these countries, with no previous membership perspective, the
opportunity to advance steps on the candidacy process and be granted candidate
country status in June 2022.

Since 2022 and with no prospects for the end of the war in Ukraine, the debate on
accession negotiations for previously blocked candidates, such as some Western Balkan
countries, has been reopened and the enlargement reached the top of the EU agenda,
as it is expected to be discussed new paths for accession negotiations. As a result of
the new European agenda on enlargement, motivated by the decision of the European
Council to grant Ukraine and Moldova candidate status, a report entitled Fit for 35?
Reforming the Politics and Institutions of the EU for an Enlarged Union was published after
bringing together some of the leading European researchers on European integration,
who reflect on Europeanization and DI and inspired by the debates within the framework
of the European Council in Granada in 2023.%

The article contributes with a complementary reflection about differentiation in the EU.
In addition to a possible and expected DI, the cases under study can be seen as a new
status of candidacy, which fulfills a new type of objective to grant candidacy and illus-
trates the role of the access path as a stage of European influence or Europeanization,
with unprecedented characteristics. Neither the literature on DI, nor on Europeanization,
sufficiently addresses an analytical model for the case of candidacies and the impacts
of the accession negotiations period that the cases of Ukraine and Moldova represent
and require reflection based on new categories. This signals a potentially new niche in
Europeanization studies, which we aim to further investigate.
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