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Num contexto de revitalizagao do credo neo-
liberal, as componentes de educagio eformagao,
tradicionalmente separadas, tém sido alvo de
aproximagao crescente num processode arti-
culagdo e convergéncia, que permitem a alguns
autores reconhecer a tendéncia para aspoliticas
de Educacdo de Adultos se transformarem em
politicas de Educacdo e Formagao de Adultos.
Num pais, como Portugal, que apresenta, tradi-
cionalmente, baixos niveis de educacao de base
e de qualificagdo e de certificagdo escolar e pro-
fissional da populagdo adulta, em comparagao
com os demais paises europeus, a necessidade
de recomposigao dos sistemas educativos e de
articulacao dos sistemas de educagio e forma-
¢do tem conduzido a uma convergéncia de pre-
ocupagdes em torno da problematica do reco-
nhecimento e validagdo de competéncias e da
implementagao deste dispositivo. Neste estudo,
procuramos compreender o processo de cons-
trugao socio-histérica de um campo tao rico e
polissémico como ¢ a Educagio de Adultos, em
Portugal, a partir da centralidade assumida pelo
Sistema de Reconhecimento,Validacao e Certifi-
cagdo de Competéncias, enquanto novo modelo
de educacao e formagao de Adultos, atravessado
por continuidades, descontinuidades, ambigui-
dades e tensdes. Através de uma metodologia
de um estudo de caso, privilegiamos uma abor-
dagem qualitativa e descritiva, numa relagio de
didlogo entre a construgio tedrica e os dados
empiricos. O estudo conclui que o Sistema de
Reconhecimento, Validagio e Certificacao de
Competéncias, instrumento legitimador da ar-
ticulagao crescente entre os sistemas de edu-
cacdo e formacdo, estd construido na tensao
entre uma logica de racionalidade e eficiéncia
econdémica e os apelos a uma légica humanista-
emancipatoria.
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Adult learning education and training of
adults. The system of recognition, validation
and certification of skills in Portugal

In a context of revitalization of the neoliberal
creed, the components of education and training,
traditionally separated, they have been a target of
growing approximation in a process of articulation
and convergence, which allow to some authors to
recognize the tendency in order that the politics of
Adult Education changes into politics of Adult Edu-
cation and Training. In a country, like Portugal, which
presents, traditionally, low levels of basic education
and of qudlification and of school and professional
certification of the adult population, in comparison
with European countries, the necessity of recompo-
sition of the educative systems and of articulation of
the systems of education and training has been le-
ading to a convergence of concerns around the pro-
blematic of the recognition and validation of compe-
tences and of the implementation of this device. In
this study, we intended to understand the process
of socio-historical construction of such a rich and
polissemic field as Adult Education, in Portugal, from
the centrality assumed by the System of Recognition,
Validation and Certification of Competences, while
new model of Adult Education and Training, crossed
by continuities and discontinuities, ambiguities and
tensions. Through a methodology of a case study, we
privileged a qualitative and descriptive approach, in
a relation of dialog between the theoretical construc-
tion and the empirical data.The study concludes that
the System of Recognition, Validation and Certifica-
tion of Competences, a legitimate instrument of the
growing articulation between the systems of educa-
tion and formation, is built in the tension between a
logic of rationality and economical efficiency and the
appeals to a humanist-emancipatory logic.
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