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“performativity” (Ball, 2002), to recompose his/her 
“social identity” (Bernstein, 1996; Dubar, 2005), or, 
in Michel Foucault (1996) words, to produce “new 
ways to manufacture teachers soul”. 

In this sense, the author intended to analyze, on a 
critical perspective, the representations of Portugue-
se teachers of basic education (K12), on the mecha-
nisms of (re)configuration of their professional iden-
tities/profiles, appealing to a qualitative descriptive 
research, which privileges the analysis of content of 
their speeches on the subject, collected according to 
the focus group technique, what, in its development, 
was brought near a circle of culture (in the sense of 
Paulo Freire’s pedagogy).

At least, pupils are the most important referen-
ces and motivation to teachers changes, reflecting 
professional satisfaction and well done, but also risk, 
acting like a fifth dimension of teachers identity (re)
construction, together with training, associative invol-
vement, State and Market, and they must be consi-
dered on teaching identity studies.

Keywords: identity; teacher profile, performance 
and performativity; globalization; pupils; reforms; ex-
pectations.
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Leitura e Compreensão.Um estudo sobre 
a activação semântica, no acto de leitura, 
em alunos do 9ºano 

Orientação: Prof. Doutor Óscar de Sousa

Leitura e Compreensão é um estudo que se 
integra no âmbito da Psicologia Cognitiva e tem 
por finalidade ajudar a perceber se a activação 
semântica dos processos cognitivos, quando se 
recorre à leitura silenciosa e ao uso de estraté-
gias diversificadas, pode conduzir  à melhoria da 
compreensão dos textos lidos.

Seleccionámos dois grupos de alunos do 9º 
ano que funcionaram como grupo de controlo e 
grupo experimental; depois de ambos os grupos 
terem realizado duas provas de compreensão 
como pré-teste, o grupo experimental exerci-
tou estratégias de leitura em alternância com 
provas de compreensão, ao longo de 10 sema-

nas, durante o 2º e 3º período do ano lectivo 
de 2008/2009. O grupo de controlo realizou 
as provas de leitura e compreensão, ao mesmo 
tempo que o grupo experimental, sem qualquer 
treino de estratégias de leitura. 

A análise dos resultados revela que os alunos 
do grupo experimental apresentam melhorias 
significativas após terem sido sujeitos a um trei-
no de leitura compreensiva segundo o modelo 
do Duplo Canal, na sua componente de activa-
ção do armazém semântico.

Palavras–chave: leitura, compreensão, activa-
ção semântica, modelo do Duplo-Canal, psico-
logia cognitiva. 

Reading and Comprehension. A study on the 
semantics activation, in the act of reading, of 
the 9th standard students 

Reading  and  Comprehension is a study which 
purpose is  to help understand whether the activa-
tion of cognitive semantics processes may lead to 
the improvement of  the comprehension, when we 
use silent reading and other strategies. We select two 
groups of 9th grade. One worked as a control group, 
the other as an experimental group. After both 
groups have done two reading comprehension exer-
cises, the experimental group practised reading stra-
tegies as well as  reading comprehension exercises, 
for ten weeks, during the second and third terms of 
2008/2009 school year. The control group accompli-
shed the comprehension exercises at the same time 
as the experimental group, without practising any 
reading strategies.

The analysis of the results tells us that the stu-
dents of the experimental group show  great im-
provement after being submitted to a dual route 
reading exercises, in what concerns the activation of 
the semantic component.

Keywords: reading; comprehension; semantic ac-
tivation; dual route model; cognitive psychology. 




