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Koebner phenomenon in a severe pemphigus vulgaris
Fenémeno de koebner em pénfigo vulgar grave
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We report a case of a 66-year-old female patient with
pemphigus vulgaris (PV), confirmed by histopathology
and direct immunofluorescence. She had extensive
blistering covering 65% of her body surface. During
hospitalization, a linear blister lesion appeared, sus-
pected to be due to the Koebner phenomenon (KP)
given the patient's report of frequent scratching
(Figs. 1-3).

KP refers to the development of new lesions in
previously unaffected skin following trauma or phys-
ical irritation. While KP is commonly observed in
conditions such as psoriasis, lichen planus, and vit-
iligo, it is rarely reported in autoimmune bullous dis-
eases like PV'. A PubMed search yielded 17 articles
on “KP AND pemphigus,” though only a few were
relevant. Reports include KP in PV after surgical
procedures, face mask use during the COVID-19
pandemic and other minor traumas® Occasional
cases of KP are also reported in Darier's disease,
erythema multiforme, lupus erythematosus, and
pemphigus, but it remains rare in autoimmune bul-
lous disorders?®.

This case highlights the importance of recognizing
KP as a potential complication in PV, especially given
its rarity. Awareness of KP in autoimmune bullous
disorders can aid in early identification and
management, potentially preventing further disease

exacerbation. Figure 2. Linear blister lesion on right shoulder.
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Figure 3. Hematoxylin-eosin stain (x400) of skin biopsy
demonstrating suprabasal acantholysis.
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